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Looking Back, Looking Forward
LCMSDS was established in September 1991 by Marc
Kilgour, a professor of mathematics who specialized
in game theory relating to disarmament issues, and
Terry Copp, a military historian. With support of the
late John Weir, President of Wilfrid Laurier University,
and funding from the Department of National Defence
Strategic Studies Programme, the Centre, with Mike
Bechthold as its only full-time employee, started a series
of programmes which continue to this day
The first issue of Canadian Military History appeared in
September 1992 as a bi-annual “journal-in-magazine
format” designed to attract a wide readership while
maintaining high academic standards. Our partnership
with the Canadian War Museum began in 1996 and
CMH became a quarterly with a large subscription
base. The annual Military History Colloquium, now in
its 25th edition, began as a one-day event attracting a
select group of 32 historians. We now expect 100-150
registrants from across Canada.
The Centre inherited the Second World War Air Photo
Collection, which had been previously acquired by the
university, and gradually built a library and archive
focused on military operational research and the
history of the First and Second World War. The Robert
Vogel Library, the Ronnie Shephard Operational
Research Collection, the No Price Too High Archives,
and more recently the George Lindsay Papers are
now being indexed and featured on our new archival
website, www.lmharchive.ca.

Prof. Terry Copp at WLU, early 1990’s

Our first battlefield guidebook was published in 1994 in
time for the 50th anniversary of D-Day and the Battle
of Normandy. Now in its third edition, “Normandy” is
one of 9 guidebooks that have inspired thousands of
Canadians to learn history from the ground up. The
first battlefield guidebooks were co-sponsored by the
Canadian Battle of Normandy Foundation, now the
Canadian Battlefields Foundation, and led to the first
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battlefield study tour in 1996. Since then hundreds
of university students and high school teachers have
participated in this intense, active-learning experience
on the European battlefields.
This record of accomplishments is only possible due
to the many student volunteers who worked with us
over the years. We have also depended on the support
of friends who have provided financial assistance and
good advice. John and Pattie Cleghorn have been
especially important, supporting our battlefield study
tours and publishing projects. Peter and Paul Kenny
provided an internship and Peter continues to offer
advice and financial support. The cancellation of
National Defence funding for university-based research
centres in 2011 threatened the existence of the Centre
but John Cleghorn, Peter Kenny, and a new member
of our Advisory Board, Brad Dunkley, rose to the
challenge contributing to a major fundraising effort
that secured our immediate future. Brad and his wife
Sara, both Laurier graduates, then funded the Dunkley
Chair in War and the Canadian Experience, a gift which
includes on-going financial support for LCMSDS.
Mark Humphries, another Laurier graduate, will
become the Dunkley Chair and Director of LCMSDS
on 1 July 2014. Mark had previously worked as Assistant
Director of the Centre while completing his PhD
at Western and is familiar with all of our initiatives,
assuring a smooth transition.
Terry Copp talks about retiring from his retirement
but will continue to participate in Centre activities
while trying to stay out of Mark’s way. He wishes to
thank Mike Bechthold, Marc Kilgour, Alistair Edgar,
and his many students and friends for what has been a
great experience.

Terry Copp
Director, LCMSDS
Professor Emeritus, WLU

Research

LCMSDS Press is currently planning to
update and reproduce an acclaimed series
of small books on ‘Problems in Canadian
History.’ Originally published in the 1960s
by Arthur Silver and other noted Canadian
historians, the revised publications will be
targeted at secondary school educators and
cover topics such as the Northwest Rebellion,
and the Canadian Experience of War, 191418. Additional information on the series will
be available on www.canadianmilitaryhistory.
ca in the coming months.
For the past several years a major focus of
the Centre’s research activities has been the
development, organization, and digitization
of its archival collections. Thanks to generous

Education

donations from our supporters and the
hardwork of our student volunteers, in the
summer of 2013 we were able to complete the
digitization of the Centre’s full collection of
130,000 Second World War aerial photos.
Since then, we have begun to digitize a
number of key reports and manuscripts from
our operational research collections, as well as
materials from other archives, including the
war diaries of Canadian units that participated
in the Battle of Normandy. These materials
(and more) are part of what LCMSDS has now
officially dubbed the Laurier Military History
Archive (LMH Archive), made available
online at www.lmharchive.ca. See below for a
snapshot of what the LMH Archive has to offer
researchers and historians.

The Centre continues to be actively involved
in public education and professional
development initiatives for teachers. In
partnership with the Gregg Centre, LCMSDS
will once again sponsor the “War and the
Canadian Experience” study tour. Made
possible through the generous support of
John and Pattie Cleghorn, this year’s tour
features 16 educators from six provinces. Led
by Dr. Lee Windsor, Dr. Cindy Brown, and
Blake Seward, the tour will run from 6 to
19 July, covering numerous sites of war and
memory throughout Belgium and France.
For a third year Terry Copp will be leading
the Vimy Ridge: Leadership Under Fire tour
in collaboration with Lt.-General Rick Hillier
(Ret’d) and the True Patriot Love Foundation.

Closer to home, LCMSDS has once again
joined forces with St. Jerome’s University
and local school boards to offer two contests
for elementary and high school students in
Waterloo Region. The first, “Perspectives
of 1813,” is open to grade 6 to 8 classes and
involves the creation of a time-capsule which
captures the experiences of participants in
the War of 1812 during the second year of
the conflict. The second contest, “Canadians
in D-Day in the Normandy Campaign,”
is open to high school students who are
invited to submit a creative or artistic work
that highlights the experience of a Canadian
participant in Operation Overlord and the
Normandy Campaign. Finalists for both
contests will be announced shortly.
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Call for Papers
Canadian Military History
Special Issue on the
Great War 1914-1915
Over the next four years, Canadian Military
History will run one special issue per year
focusing on the operational and social history
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, each
being organized around a specific theme. The
editors of CMH are now calling for submissions
for the second issue (Spring 2015) which
will focus on the mobilization, training, and
initial deployment of the CEF to the Ypres
Salient. The editors are interested in receiving
submissions related to any aspect of the war
experience from August 1914 to the end of
1915, but would especially welcome works
dealing with recruitment and enlistment;
training (both in Canada and overseas);
initial reactions to combat; leadership during
the Second Battle of Ypres; unit case studies
related to the fighting at Ypres, Festubert,
or Givenchy; the effects of poison gas; early
trench culture; trench raiding in the fall of
1915; the development of Canadian defensive
preparations at home; and the contribution
of ‘little known’ units of the CEF. Manuscripts
should be approximately 7,500 to 10,000
words in length, including notes, and should
be submitted electronically in Microsoft Word
format to mhumphries@wlu.ca no later than
30 September 2014.

The Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and
Disarmament Studies (LCMSDS) exists to
foster research, education, and discussion
of historical and contemporary conflict.

www.lmharchive.ca
About the LMH Archive
Officially launched in January 2014, the
purpose of the Laurier Military History
Archive is to acquire, preserve and make
available documents relating to the Canadian
and international experience of military
conflict in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. The archive is an initiative of
the Laurier Centre for Military Strategic
and Disarmament Studies whose staff and
volunteers contribute to the physical and
digital development and presentation of its
collections. The physical archive is open to
the public and can be visited from Monday to
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by appointment.
For further inquiries about the archive or if
you’d like to contribute, please e-mail admin@
canadianmilitaryhistory.ca.

The Ronnie Shephard Fonds
The Ronnie Shephard Fonds contains a wealth
of material on military operational research
and has long been one of LCMSDS’ most
utilized collections. In 2014 the LMH Archive
will begin digitizing selected manuscripts,
reports, and other materials of significance
to make available to the public. In the
meantime, we have uploaded the unpublished
manuscript of Dr. Basil Dickens’ “Operational

Research in Bomber Command,” as well as
a complimentary version of the LCMSDS
Press publication, Montgomery’s Scientists,
Operational Research in Northwest Europe
(Waterloo: LCMSDS, 2000).

Air Photos
After nearly four years and thousands of
volunteer hours the LMH Archive is delighted
to be able to present the entirety of LCMSDS’
digitized aerial photograph collection. The
photographs are currently organized by
country and region, and can be viewed by
clicking on individual boxes. High-resolution
versions of the photos are available for
purchase through LCMSDS.

Battle of Normandy War Diaries
Canadians played a vital role in the Allied
victory in the Battle of Normandy (6 June –
25 August 1944). Now, courtesy of the LMH
Archive, the public can view and download the
full array of official war diaries from Canadian
units that participated in the first stage of
the liberation of Northwest Europe. The
diaries are an essential source for conducting
historical research on the campaign, offering a
unique glimpse of the day-to-day experiences
of both combat and non-combat units.

Terry discusses Vimy
Ridge during the 2013
Leadership Under Fire Tour

Discussion

It’s that time of year again! LCMSDS is pleased
to announce it will be hosting the 25th Military
History Colloquium from 9-10 May at Wilfrid
Laurier University. In addition to dozens of
presentations from emerging and established
scholars, this year’s colloquium will feature
plenary lectures by Terry Copp and incoming
LCMSDS Director Mark Humphries, as well
as a banquet keynote from award-winning
military historian Tim Cook (Canadian
War Museum). Further information on the
colloquium and a preliminary program are
available at www.canadianmilitaryhistory.ca/
conference2014.
Over the past several months LCMSDS has
been actively involved in organizing and cosponsoring a number of important public
events. The 9th Windsor Military Studies
Conference took place from 8-9 February
and included presentations by the Centre’s
Mike Bechthold and Kirk Goodlet. Long-time
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Centre associates Andrew Iarocci (Western)
and Geoff Hayes (University of Waterloo)
also gave talks. Throughout 2014, LCMSDS
in partnership with the Office of the Deputy
Speaker of the House of Commons, will
also be hosting a series of public lectures on
Parliament Hill which examine Canada’s
involvement in the First World War. Tim
Cook of the Canadian War Museum opened
the series on 12 February with a discussion of
Canada’s military experience from the war’s
outbreak to the Battle of Ypres in April 1915.
Terry Copp followed on 3 April with a lecture
exploring the development of the Canadian
Corps from the Battle of Courcelette
(September 1916) to the Battle of Vimy Ridge
(April 1917). Two additional lectures by
historians Carl Bouchard and Réal Bélanger
are planned in the coming months. Further
details on the parliamentary talks and Centre’s
other public outreach activities are available
by visiting www.canadianmilitaryhistory.ca.

“Advice and Indecision: Canada and the Cuban Missile
Crisis” by Brad Gladman & Peter M. Archambault
“The Missing Essential Part : Emergency Provision of
Nuclear Weapons for RCAF Air Defence Command,
1961–1964” by Sean M. Maloney
“A Forgotten Revolution?: Army Co-operation Command
and Artillery Co-operation, 1940–1942” by Matthew
Powell
“The Guns of Sicily: The 1st Canadian Divisional
Artillery in Operation Husky” by David W. Grebstad
“A Boy Seaman in the King’s Service : William Miles,
RNCVR” by Eric Brown

“Promotion Struck Him as Mysterious: Major-General
A. Bruce Matthews Interviewed” by J.L. Granatstein
“Canada Unprepared for War in 1939: What Difference
Did It Make?” by Larry D. Rose

From the Desk of the
Future LCMSDS Director
Mark Humphries

This past October Wilfrid Laurier
University was pleased to announce the
creation of the Dunkley Chair in War and
the Canadian Experience, made possible
through a generous $1.5.million gift from
LCMSDS donors Brad and Sara Dunkley
and the Dunkley Charitable Foundation.
The chair-holder will be responsible
for teaching, research, and graduate
student supervision in the Department
of History and will also serve as the
new Director of LCMSDS. Following an
open competition featuring a number
of excellent candidates, in January the
search committee selected Dr. Mark
Humphries of Memorial University as
the winner. A long-time associate of the
Centre and an accomplished scholar, Dr.
Humphries comes to WLU with a fresh
vision for the Centre and a passionate
dedication to advancing its mandate.
His leadership and the financial support
made possible through the Dunkley Chair
will ensure that LCMSDS maintains its
reputation as a celebrated institute of
scholarly research and innovation for
years to come. Mark will take up the chair
position on 1 July 2014.
In his letter, Mark offers readers some
details on his background and a glimpse of
what the future holds for LCMSDS.

It is with great pleasure that I write this,
my first letter as the incoming Director of
LCMSDS and the Dunkley Chair in War and
the Canadian Experience. Brad and Sarah
Dunkley’s generous gift to Wilfrid Laurier
University recognized the important service
and contributions which the university but
especially LCMSDS, its members, students,
and long-time director, Terry Copp, have
made to the study of military history in
Canada. As a society, we sometimes forget that
war has shaped every aspect of our national
character and identity, from social programs
like healthcare and post-secondary education
to our very conception of what it means to be
a Canadian citizen. The Dunkleys have made
sure that the Centre will continue to flourish
for years to come, reminding Canadians about
our important military heritage while looking
forward, learning lessons of the past in order
to inform policy today and in the future.
Everyone in the military history community
owes Brad and Sarah a great debt of gratitude.
I am especially grateful for this opportunity
because I look forward to returning home
to the Department of History at Wilfrid
Laurier where I began my studies as a
combined honours history and anthropology
major in 2000. In fact, it was Terry Copp’s
famous History 248 that led me to drop
the anthropology and focus exclusively on
Canadian military history. As is the case
for so many other former students and
associates, Terry and LCMSDS have been
the driving forces behind my continued
pursuit of military history and any
small successes I have achieved.
As Publications Manager and
Assistant Director of the Centre
from 2006 to 2008, I learned
firsthand how difficult and
rewarding the management
of a research centre with an
ambitious publication and
outreach program can be.
Since leaving Waterloo in 2008,
I have been in two tenuretrack positions, first at Mount
Royal University in Calgary (an
undergraduate school) and since
2011 at Memorial University in St.
John’s (a comprehensive university). At
both institutions I tried to emulate Terry’s
approach to the classroom, encouraging
undergraduate and later graduate research,
and leading overseas study tours on the model
taught at LCMSDS. All the while, I have

been publishing on various topics related
to Canadian military history, especially the
Great War, producing several books through
the partnership between LCMSDS and
Wilfrid Laurier University Press. Right now I
am finishing up the first of two books on war
related mental illness, the first looks at shell
shock in the CEF while the second examines
what happened to soldiers when they came
home. The second half of this project forms
my contribution to a new venture in digital
history involving myself, Terry Copp, and
Cynthia Comacchio of Laurier’s History
Department. This project, titled “Through
Veterans’ Eyes: Digital Approaches to the
Hidden Histories of Canadian Veterans and
their Families,” is funded by a SSHRC Insight
Grant and will now be hosted at LCMSDS.
I very much look forward to working with
all of you over the coming years to continue
to make Laurier a centre of excellence in the
study of Canadian military history and war
and society. Above all else I am committed
to making the Centre a vital place where
students, researchers, and colleagues will find
the support and encouragement necessary to
make their projects successful. I hope you will
feel free to drop in on us at 232 King Street to
learn more about the exciting projects which
Terry talks about in his letter and to learn
how you can become a more active part of our
extended family.

— Dr. Mark Humphries
Future Director, LCMSDS
mhumphries@wlu.ca

